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The conversation between Diane and I  this morning, I believe, was revealing of our attitude toward being tucked away out here in Chageen for the past two-plus months. To set the scene, we are sitting on the verandah. The breakfast dishes have been cleared away, and Diane is reading a chapter about suffering from the book “Future Grace” by John Piper. It was a sobering chapter in which he reminds us that it is “through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God” and that suffering for Christ’s sake is a gracious gift (Phil1:29) Of course all this forces some self examination and the question must be asked “are we suffering for Christ’s sake, and if not why not?” It is at this point that we pick up our morning conversation, which took as its starting point the common assumption among our friends back in the States that we have sacrificed much to come to Chad (and hence, presumably suffer a lot).   


Diane - When it comes right down to it, we don’t suffer all that much.


Mark - Yeah, when you figure we’ve got a nice brick home, we’re healthy, we work in a comfortable office with modern computer equipment and electricity, we have good relations with our co-workers and neighbors, and pretty soon we’ll have running water [after Mark builds a water tower], and maybe even a satellite telephone...you know I really don’t miss anything in the USA.


Diane - except maybe watching “Home Improvements,” going to Lowe’s (the hardware store), and Pizza Hut...?


Mark - And hot showers. But just about nothing else - besides, whatever we lack in creature comforts( and it’s not much) we more than make up for in quality of life - no rush hour commutes, no nagging boss, work that we love to do...


I think you get the drift, and we only scratched the surface of all that could be said in praise of the good life that God has given us here in Chageen. It is not a life of sacrifice, nor a life of suffering. To be sure, both of us have in years past lived through relatively difficult times - in a particularly distressing experience a few years ago Diane was accosted (and later released unharmed) by a group of soldiers. But on the whole, it’s a good life.


Indeed, life has taken on a kind of idyllic rhythm here - its beat is marked out every day by the village people who come to the door, verses translated, Bible studies prepared, sermons preached, new vocabulary learned, milestones of learning the language, trips to the market on Tuesdays, dinner with Chadian friends, radio standbys with the other missionaries, and improvements to the house. For me personally, this rhythm is an old, well-loved song which has only gotten better now that a smiling wife, delicious meals, and evenings without the computer have made four-part harmony out of the old tune. 


Diane for her part is picking up the tune fast, and learning to love it too. She is learning Kwong very quickly. Her days are filled with visits with the women (a ministry which I, for obvious reasons, never had), trips to their fields, as well as domesticating the household in general and the principal male in particular. 


The day will come, as it always does, when the tune will switch to a minor key, when the harmony will seem to be lost in a cacophony of discouragements and setbacks. “Through many trials and tribulations we must enter the Kingdom of heaven.” Such is the good pleasure of the Father - the valley of the shadow of death is as much our lot as are the green pastures and the quiet waters. For the time being, we are enjoying our time in the green pastures of Chageen, and are not so presumptuous as to count such a blessing as if it were a right.


Just Plain News: 


(What we've been doing and what you can pray about)


The house becomes "home" 


Mark never actually painted his place after building it in 1995-6 and left quite a few other jobs undone in the interests of translating. Additionally, there was a fair bit of the usual decay and grime that afflicts everything in Africa. The net effect was a pretty gloomy habitation. Four weeks of slinging cement, paint, and varnish transformed it and  thoroughly impressed Diane with her husband's architectural as well as all-around handy-man skills. Meanwhile, she took an ancient Singer treadle machine and created curtains and other such amenities (When Mark balked at the lacy kitchen curtains, the standard red and white plaid took their place). A garden, homemade bread, a hen, and a kitten all grace our home and work place.


A "First Anniversary" wedding feast for 350+


Two days of food preparation by 20 women; over 700 handshakes for each of us; 8 hours of celebration, including a "marriage ceremony"; the consumption of a young steer, a goat, 300 lb. of grain molded into the putty they call "boule", and 50 lb. of sugar made into 20 gallons of tea; 20 or 30 young eyes peering at us through our grass fence at the end of the day  – that just about sums up our first anniversary. Not your typical one. We're glad we ate our "cake topper" back in the States at a more appropriate moment.


Diane learns Kwong and builds relationships


At the end of July while Mark was still up to his elbows in cement, Diane began learning Kwong. After barely a month, she was chattering away with abandon - oblivious, of course to all the errors she makes as a novice, but getting her point across to the unbounded delight of the Kwong folk, and the mortification of Mark who took months to attain a comparable fluency. 


"Women learn language much faster than men," stated Haroun, "They like to talk a lot more." By visiting women in their homes and working alongside them in their fields, Diane surrounds herself with opportunities to hear and practice what she is learning and builds relationships at the same time. That's a woman's secret to language learning.


Mark is back to translation and discipleship 


Mark returned to translation on August 1st. His first task was to work over all that the translation committee had produced while we were in the States and then to rapidly move into checking and completing the discipleship lessons in view of publishing. Most recently he has been studying and writing Kwong lessons on the Trinity, an enriching and challenging experience of exegeting and translating the relevant passages in John, Colossians, and Hebrews. 


A special treat has been François Kinamati, a Kwong seminary student who spent his summer vacation helping us translate. This experience, during such a crucial time in his pastoral development, is deepening his understanding of theology and giving him an appreciation of the challenges involved in producing the Bible for the Kwong. 


The Vanderkooi's take the show on the road


Language learning and pushing toward publishing the discipleship series will continue to be our primary focus for the next few months. In January, however, Diane hopes to be at a point in her language learning that she can begin teaching the women to read Kwong. Together with Mark's preaching and discipleship, we hope to take the show on the road. Our Toyota Land Cruiser will make it possible to have a traveling home and hold week long seminars in various Kwong villages. Pray with us toward this possibility.


For an altogether better Vanderkooi newsletter experience...


Check out our web site at www.chageen.homepage.com. There’s a wealth of pictures and commentary that this paper newsletter can never accommodate. Also, the more people that use the web or email to get our news, the fewer newsletters we have to mail. With this mailing we have already realized a 35% reduction in our publishing costs by using email and the web - a savings of about $70. Let us know if you’d like to do likewise. 
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