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Sometime during these next four months, the silence of the FM band over Chageen will be broken by a single station. FM 95.2 “The Voice of Chageen” is being born - the offspring of a vision we have had for many years: to do an end-run around the illiteracy which continues to handicap the maturity of the Kwong church. 

The idea for such an end-run germinated maybe 10 years ago when Mark realized that his efforts at translation and discipleship, bound as they were to paper, were having only limited impact. People simply couldn’t read - 100% of Kwong women, and something like 70% of Kwong men didn’t know what all those little squiggles on paper meant. And teaching them what they meant was (and is) very, very difficult. Deprived of any significant intellectual stimulus since the time they are very young, adult Kwong men and women were just not wired for ABC’s any more. Radio seemed an ideal solution. About every other family owns a radio, and listening to static filled short-wave broadcasts in French or Arabic from the capital is a favorite evening past-time. A nice clean FM signal in their own language would have an appeal that other stations would not. 
As we thought about it, we could see other benefits to the medium of radio. We realized it would allow us to reach (in a limited way) not only the Kwong, but also 4 other tribes - including the Muslim nomads who pass through the Kwong territory twice each year - once going north, and then again on their southbound journey. Also, it would insure that Kwong Christians in outlying villages hear the gospel as we wish they would hear it, and not as some of our otherwise well-meaning Kwong pastors express it - a dreadful mixture of legalism fed by their ever-fertile imaginations. And finally, by associating the gospel with public-affairs announcements and tasteful indigenous music, we would appeal to the unchurched part of Kwong society. Even if people are not converted outright by radio, the Gospel would move up a few notches in their consciousness and dispose them to give it a more favorable hearing when preached by more conventional means.

African bureaucracies being what they are, we despaired of ever getting permission from the government to build such a station, and for many years didn’t even try. But when we finally did try, God, in the first of several miracles, granted us a license in record time - a license which was presented to us by the government communications commission with their sincerest apologies for the speed with which they handled our request – surely a first in Africa. Back to the Bible (BttB) worked the second miracle - raising something like $20,000 to fund the radio station. The final miracle which we await from the hand of God is someone who speaks French to come for two years to train young Kwong men to run the station over the long-haul so we can go back to doing what we do best – translating the Scriptures into Kwong. (Latest – we have a serious candidate for the job.)
Actually there is a penultimate (that is, a next-to-last) miracle which we await - the building of the station itself during the coming four months. The logistics of building such a station on the back side of Africa, we have discovered, are overwhelming. 2 teams of 4 people each will come to Chad to help build the station; thousands of dollars worth of equipment will be shipped there; and considerable quantities of cement, steel, and lumber needs to be purchased in Chad - all in a timely manner. It will be a miracle if we don’t find ourselves missing some crucial piece of equipment or the cement factory doesn’t go on strike or some personality issue doesn’t blow up in our faces. A miracle indeed - which is why we are including with this edition of our newsletter a prayer guide which will enable you to pray in the most informed way possible these coming months. Please do pray. We have never attempted anything on this scale before, and are constrained to trust God in a way that too often - to our shame - we do not. 
The Flip Side

6 months based in Ohio have come to an end.  
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Early morning jogs along quaint country roads, balmy summer evenings, splendid fall colors, combines bringing in the harvest, and the first winter snow flurries. We felt like we were a very long way from Chad (which we were) and were grateful to Harry and Mary Jensen (hmmissionary.com) for the wonderful place in the country they provided us. We stayed busy too – 18 church meetings, 32 home meetings, and 7 meetings at Cedarville University, not to speak of two long ministry trips to Oklahoma and Ontario – all in the goal of stimulating a zeal among American and Canadian Christians to see God’s sovereign rule extended over the whole earth. 
Now we are going back to Chad to build FM 95.2
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On December 8 we board Air France to return to Chad for four months to build the radio station. We will be followed by 8 people from our home churches who will help us build the station. We are in special need of prayer during these four months. The logistics of getting all these people out to Chad and home again, along with the challenge of building a very complex piece of equipment in a remote place are overwhelming. We have prepared a day-by-day prayer guide to help you know what is happening. 
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April - October 2005: Ministry in Illinois 

We will return from Chad in April to resume our home assignment. We will be living in Dekalb, Illinois - assuming we can find affordable housing. We look forward to being involved with Dekalb Wesleyan Church and First Baptist of Sycamore, as well as seeing our many friends in the suburbs of Chicago. Send us an email (the_vanderkoois@yahoo.com) if we can be of service at your church or youth-group or if you just want to get together. 
Highlight of Ohio – our ministry at Heritage Fellowship Church

Heritage sent Diane out as a single gal to Chad in 1994, and we were married there in 1999, so it has always been dear to us. How dear we wouldn’t know until we spent 4 quality months with them. Lesson to draw: we were able to spend this quality time with Heritage because we only have 6 or so churches supporting us. Our missionary colleagues who are obliged to make the rounds of 20+ churches have no such privilege. 
We could still use some additional support

Call Norm Kapp at TEAM (1-800-343-3144) if you would like to be a part of our ministry team. We still need something like $400 a month of support. 
Prayer guide for the Vanderkoois  while they build the radio station
December 1 - 8 - Final preparations - pray that critical equipment finally shows up. Pray that we don’t forget a myriad of important details to be taken care of regarding the work teams and shipping equipment over to Chad. 

December 8-9  - We travel to Chad - always a very stressful time. Pray that we can check our luggage all the way through to Chad, that we are not selected for special inspection by homeland security, and that the customs officials in Chad don’t hassle us. 

December 10-15 TEAM - Chad annual field conference, which we will participate in. Pray that all missionaries will be edified and refreshed. Pray that between conference meetings Mark will find good lumber to purchase (hard to come by because of the civil war in Congo), and have time to arrange for the purchase of other materials for the radio station.

December 16-17 Two days to do whatever purchasing of supplies we couldn’t do during the conference. Pray that as we drive around town we wont be hassled at police blockades and that our car won’t broken into. 

December 18 - We drive to Chageen. Pray for safety and that the car works properly, and that we are able to find the merchant in the village of Ba’illi along the way who will purchase cement and reinforcing rod for us. Pray that our house is in order when we get there.

December 19-20 - A team of 6 from Barrie, Ontario will be visit Chageen to see the work. Pray that they have a safe journey and that we are able to impart to them a vision for the work in Chad.

December 21-January 16 - We’ll be mostly in Chageen, with the possibility of a trip to the provincial capital of Moundou or Lai to purchase building supplies. Pray that we would renew great relationships with the Kwong after a long absence and enjoy a couple weeks of respite in our busy schedule.

January 17 - We drive up to N’Djamena (200 miles, takes all day) to pick up the first work team. Pray for safety.

January 18-19 First work team flies out to Chad. - Diane’s parents, Don and Pat Stocksdale and John Beals from Union City Indiana, and Fred High from Sycamore Illinois. They will have in their luggage the transmitter for the radio station, and other critical equipment. Pray that this equipment arrives safely, and that we get it cleared through customs without trouble. 

January 20- February 14 - First work team builds major part of radio studio and foundation for the 96 foot antenna tower. Pray for safety, for good relationships with the Chadians, and that work goes smoothly. On February 7,8, and 9 pray that we are able to get one member of the team, Fred High, out of Chageen on the Cessna 206 so he can catch his flight home. 

February 14 or 15 - We drive to N’Djamena to put the rest of the work team on their flight back to USA. Pray again for safe travels. Roads in Chad are very dangerous. They fly out the night of January 16. 

February 16-17  Keith and Shari Davis and their son Jason of Springfield OH fly to Chad. Their luggage will not be quite as critical as the first team’s luggage, but pray all the same that it arrives, and that we get it through customs. Having raised three boys, they are now looking at a second career in missions and this is a way for them to get their feet wet. They have never traveled overseas before. Pray that their trip goes well and that this whole time is positive for them. 

February 18-22 We will be purchasing whatever we found missing in Chageen. Pray again that we can drive around the capital without being hassled by the police and robbers. Pray that Keith and Shari have a good time visiting with the Missionary Aviation Fellowship people. They are interested in missionary aviation. 

February 22-23 - Dave Casement, the engineer with the radio ministry Galcom (www.galcom.org) who has been consulting with us for these past couple years flies to Chad. Pray that his luggage and tool chest arrive safely and without hassle from customs. 

February 24 or 25 - We drive down to Chageen with Dave and the Davis’s. Pray for safety.

February 26-March 13 - Dave and Keith build the 96 foot tower and install the equipment. Pray that nothing will be missing. Pray for safety at dangerous heights. Mark and Jason will be finishing up the studio (Mark doesn’t do heights) and Shari and Diane will keep everybody fed and watered. Pray that everybody stays healthy. Pray that the crazy radio actually works. 

March 14 - Dave and the Davis’s fly on MAF to N’Djamena to catch their flight back to the USA on March 15. Pray that the flight happens when it is supposed to so they don’t miss their flight on Air France

March 31 (about) - Mark and Diane fly back to the USA to finish the remaining six months of our home assignment (a.k.a. furlough) in Dekalb, Illinois. Pray that we find housing.
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We are still looking for affordable housing in Dekalb or Sycamore from May 1 to Nov 3. Please contact us ASAP at the_vanderkoois@yahoo.com if you are aware of anything. 







































