The Evangelical
clinic of Chageen

T he Evangelical Clinic of
Chageen is part of a e

multifaceted ministry effort by

Mark and Diane Vanderkooi

LA
and their Kwong colleaguesto = —
establish an enduring church L, S
The Sarmnw
among the Kwong people. -
L The Kwong
These ministries include the " people

translation of Scripture, pastoral development, lay disci-
pleship, operation of a low-power FM radio station, and
ministry to children. The clinic was established in 1982
and has been instrumental in the establishment of over
20 churches among the Kwong. It is staffed by a

Chadian nurse practitioner and one or more assistants,

and offers the only health care for a 20 to 30 mile radius.

The Kwong are a tribe of 15,000 people and are the last
non-Muslim people-
group as one moves
north in this part of
Chad. The Vanderkoois

began ministry among

The new clinic facilitywas  the Kwong in 1991.
completedin 2009 and has

greatly enhanced our abil-

ity to provide care

Mark and Diane Vanderkooi
BP 127 N’Djamena, Chad AFRICA
the_vanderkoois@yahoo.com
chageen.teamchad.org

Sending Agencies with whom we work:

USA
The Evangelical Alliance Mission
Tel: 1-800-343-3144
www.teamworld.org

Canada
TEAM of Canada
Tel: 1-800-295-4160
www.teamcanada.org

UK
AIM International
Tel: 0115 9838 120
www.aimint.org

Germany:
Vereinigte Kamerun- und Tschad-Mission
Tel: +49 (0)7021 - 94 28-0
www.vktm.de

France
Mission Protestante Franco-suisse
du Tchad
contact@mpfst.fr

The Evangelical Clinic
of Chageen

A joint ministry of:

the Evangelical Church of Chad,
The Evangelical Alliance Mission,
and Mark and Diane Vanderkooi

A midwife for
ministry to
Kwong
women

a prospectus

Chageen.teamchad.org



Transforming Kwong society — one woman at a time

Bonté cradled the lifeless
form of her firstborn in
her arms, tears streaming down
her face. How, she wondered,
had it come to this? Healthy
and strong at birth, her son’s
struggle for life came to a sud-
den end after only five weeks.

Bonte For centuries Kwong tradition
has dictated that a mother empty her breasts of life-
giving colostrum for the first three days of an in-
fant’s life, nourishing the baby instead with con-
taminated water. Bonté did only as her mother and a
hundred generations of Kwong women had done
before her, and the result was predictable — diar-
rhea and death.

his is the plight of Kwong women. Enslaved

to centuries of tradition and cut off from most
educational opportunities, they present an excep-
tional challenge to Mark and Diane Vanderkooi’s
efforts over nearly 20 years to see the Kingdom of
God implanted in the womb of Kwong culture.

The centerpiece of every Kwong woman’s life is
childbearing. During her lifetime, most Kwong
women will bear 8 or 10 children. Of these, several
typically die in infancy. It is a rare day in a Kwong
woman’s life that she is not either pregnant, nurs-
ing, or mourning. Yet perhaps no other facet of
Kwong culture is so riddled with the lies of tradition
as that of childbearing — the purging of colostrum
being but one example. Unfortunately, this entire
aspect of a woman’s life is beyond the competence
and time constraints of the Vanderkooi’s to address.

his is why the Vanderkoois are looking for a

midwife who is willing to join them in the
village of Chageen to help Diane break the
shackles of tradition which enslave these women
in such a major part of their lives. The goal is not
merely to provide medical care, but to complement
and catalyze Diane’s efforts to see the beauty and
goodness of the gospel penetrate the hearts and
minds of Kwong women, and to bring them into the
freedom of Christ.

Such a ministry would entail, obviously enough, the
delivery of babies at our medical center in Chageen,
the training of local midwives, as well as the imple-
mentation of programs of prenatal and postnatal
care. Additionally, and more importantly, it would
involve the development of a program of preventive
women’s health in conjunction with Diane’s teach-
ing ministry and our small FM radio station.

Prerequisites to such a ministry include appropriate
medical credentials, fluency in French (1 year in
France or Quebec), and ac-
ceptance by one of the send-
ing agencies listed on the
back of this brochure.

Do be advised that this is a
long-term  opportunity. It
takes many years to win the
confidence of a people, and
: .Ai_ even longer to see the de-
Suzanne Kalangawas Structive traditions  which

our midwife for 20 enslave them begin to
years before leaving h
us in 2006 for family change.
reasons

Married? l,' R t_“‘ -

If your hushand is
gifted in languages,
or radio, or teach-
ing there are nu-
merous opportuni-

ties for ministry h 45

among the Kwong. these nomad women are also
i i in servedin the name of Christat
If he is glﬂed In the Chageen Clinic

working with chil-

dren, you are precisely what we are looking for in a
couple. (See the twin of this brochure with our ap-
peal for someone to work with a new generation of
Kwong children.)

Other medical professionals?

While it has not been our intention to establish a full
-service medical facility at Chageen, we are always
open to anyone con- |

sidering work here — © S8
both long term and " ;
short term. Do con- A

tact us if you have an f
interest in this regard.

Next step?
If you are interested
in this opportunity for
ministry, first look at our website at:
chageen.teamchad.org

to get a better overall picture of the work. Then
contact us at :

the_vanderkoois@yahoo.com
We would like to correspond with you.



